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Push To Talk 
by Sue Ballew, Chapter Chair 

I just returned from Africa and the first ever African Section meeting. What a success and what fun!  
See my article included in this Windsock.  For a live presentation, do attend our Business/General 
meeting on Nov. 21st at Advantage Aviation where I will share “adventures and The Warm Heart of 
Africa”. 

We actually had great weather and were able to fly to Minden in September for our flyout (only the 
3rd flyout completed this year).  We were greeted by Linda Mae, we had great food at The Taildragger 
Café, and It was well attended. 

If you still want to do some flying and/or socialize with the 99s, we have one more flyout this year and 
the Holiday Party, so plan to attend. 

Our big event is The Section Meeting May 1-3, 2020 which our chapter is hosting.  We have numerous 
ways for you to get involved on the various committees, from simply making phone calls, to actually 
acquiring products and services, to planning and participating at the Section Meeting.  This is a great 
way to meet other members, learn more about the chapter, and have some fun.  So come on, 
volunteer! 

Sue 
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Santa Clara Valley Chapter Board 2019-2021 

 
CHAIRMAN: Sue Ballew 
VICE CHAIR: Louise Mateos 
SECRETARY: Marcie Smith 
TREASURER: Brittany Sabol 
DIRECTOR: Patricia Gregory 
PAST CHAIRMAN: Marjorie Johnson 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE: Laura Del Favero, Mary McEnroe, Meghan O’Neil Joyce Willis  

 

 

2019-2020 Membership Contributions 
Our fiscal year is June 1 to May 31. The 2019-2020 
chapter contributions are being accepted, $15 per 
year.  Please indicate the year(s) for which you are 
contributing.  An asterisk by your name confirms 
your contribution for the following year(s) as well. 
 
The following list is current as of October 23, 2019. 
Make check out to SCV99s, and email our Treasurer, 
Brittany Sabol, for mailing address: 
brittany@zibellina.com 

Sue Ballew 
Monica Barrett* 
Penny Blake* 
Laura Del Favero** 
Claire Florio* 
Carole Gamble* 
Willy Gardner* 
Patricia Gregory* 
Kathy Groves*** 
 

Louise Mateos 
Marjorie Johnson 
Carol Munch******** 
Stacey Patton* 
Brittany Sabol* 
Kristen Tarabetz 
 

 

  

mailto:brittany@zibellina.com
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99s Annual Holiday Party - RSVP by November 30th! 
 
by Betty Bucci 
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Malawi makes history by being the first African country 
to host women pilots of the International Organization 

of Women Pilots – The Ninety-Nines 
 
by Sue Ballew 

To put on the first African Section meeting was a huge undertaking for the small African country of 
Malawi and the lead organizer, the Governor of the African Section, Ivana Alvares.  She had lots of help 
from vice governor Dina Dawod, her mother, husband Royce, and brother Fabian. 

 I first heard about this meeting in April of this 
year, I knew I had to go.  Having been to the 
Arabian Section meetings in Egypt and Jordan, I 
could already imagine what fun this could be.  
And since I was going all the way to Malawi, 
why not tack on a side trip. So, Ivana 
recommended a guide Simon, in South Africa 
and I was set for my game drives to see all the 
animals in the wild that I had only dreamed of 
seeing. 

Simon picked me up at Johannesburg airport 
and off we went to see Soweto, “once the 
country’s largest black township, was a symbol of the united resistance to the racist apartheid regime 
and home to the anti-apartheid leader Nelson Mandela”. Having been born and raised in South Africa, 
Simon was very knowledgeable about the history of the area and apartheid. 

By mid afternoon jet lag was setting in so he took me to my hotel with a bright and early pick up 
scheduled in the morning for (unknown name to protect the white Rhino) Game Preserve, a small park 
in South Africa and home to an abundance of flora and fauna including the Big 5.  (Come to my live 
presentation at the November meeting to find out which park).  
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Meet and Greet – Ivana and our president Jan Mckenzie 

After about a 2-hour drive, we arrived at the park gates and immediately were greeted by numerous 
species of wildlife.  We spent the day driving, viewing, and photographing the magnificent giraffes, 
herds of zebras and wildebeest, elephants, hippos, the special and rare white rhinos – don’t tell 
anyone, families of baboons, wart hogs, lion prides, and several species of birds.  

After lunch and a couple of more hours of game viewing Simon dropped me at the bush lodge for a late 
afternoon to early evening game drive provided by the lodge. Different animals can be seen at that 
time, particularly predatory animals – cats!  I spent the next two days on game drives with Simon and 
the lodge viewing and photographing some of the most amazing animals on earth. 

One of the most memorable things was having breakfast on the deck of the lodge overlooking the park 
and a white rhinoceros appeared – how exciting.  Then come to find out there is a long underground 
tunnel (about 100 yards) that led to a “hide”, a viewing area at eye level with the animals.  So, I walked 
the tunnel and there was Mr. Rhinoceros – woohoo! 

On the way back to Johannesburg, we stopped at the Cradle of Humankind, a very impressive site 
which is home to about 40% of the world’s human ancestor fossils.  After the conference I was also 
able to visit the Apartheid Museum, an amazing display of history. 

Next stop Malawi. 

Ivana had arranged for her husband Royce and 
brother Fabian to meet all of us at the airport and 
provide transportation to the hotel – nice touch. 

We had a festive “meet and greet” cocktail 
reception that evening with all of the attendees 
and the local dignitaries.  With a little dance step 
practice, we were moderately prepared for the 
Flash Mob the next morning.  I had no idea what 
to expect – what a hoot.  There we were rocking 
out in our required pilot uniforms in a local 
shopping center parking lot in Malawi on camera.  
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After the Flash Mob we were off to the Chisunga Tea Factory for a tour.  That evening was the Gala 
Dinner and Dance with Ministers, Dignitaries, and Ambassadors of various countries – a very big deal. 

The next day we departed for the Makalola Retreat on Lake Malawi – the third largest lake in Africa 
stretching 350 miles long and 47 miles wide. The resort was absolutely gorgeous with lush landscaping 
and monkeys running everywhere.     

 

The following day after breakfast we drove to Missiones de Mua to experience the cultural dances and 
traditional Malawian African masks, (sometimes full body masks). Very spiritual covering all aspects 
and events of their lives. 

 

That evening we were treated to several of the African Section members telling their stories of 
becoming pilots.  As you can imaging there were many obstacles to overcome – very inspirational. 
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The next morning, we left at 4 am to drive to 
Lilongwe airport to fly to Tanzania on our 
private charter flight. Coincidentally there was 
a trucker’s strike, so we were in a big hurry for 
several hours to get there before the roads shut 
down (the truckers take your keys).  For 
publicity again we were in full uniform for a 
photo shoot at Lilongwe Airport and another 
photo shoot and welcome party at Kilimanjaro 
Airport.  There was an elegant bush lunch all 
set up for us then a several hour drive to Lake 
Manyara and Kilimamoja Lodge.  Total travel 
that day – probably 16 hours – whew. 

Up early again to embark on our game drive at the Ngoronogoro Crater.  The scenery and game 
viewing were spectacular with many of the popular animals and additionally the cape buffalo which I 
hadn’t seen yet.  We also saw the elusive Black Rhino. A full lunch was waiting for us in the bush on the 
crater floor – what a treat.  The food at each stop was always exceptional with fresh vegetables, bbq, 
and all of the fixings. 

 

A very early departure the next morning – 1:30 am, really?  We had a three + hour bumpy drive and 
then slow check-in for our flight at 7am back to Chileka, Blantyre, Malawi.  We couldn’t wait to get to 
the hotel to catch some sleep before the farewell party at Hacienda Alvares residence.  Ivana invited all 
of us to her home for a full dinner, open bar, and celebration of the Ninety-Nines.  They served the 
best chicken ever! 
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This was truly a once in a lifetime event and experience, with memories lasting forever. Ivana and her 
crew did an exceptional job and showed us the “Warm Heart of Africa”.  Ivana attended to so many 
details such as special name tags, the cakes and decorations for the gala, having the 99s song re-
recorded in Malawi, the Flash Mob, etc. Truly amazing effort!  (Mark your calendars, word has it that in 
two years the African Section will be going to Rwanda to view the gorillas). 
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Report on CalDART Exercise at RHV 
by Carol Munch 

At 7:30am on October 26 there began an exercise to 
assess the readiness of local airports to support 
disaster relief teams from several counties.  A 
message was sent out to all volunteers that there 
had been an earthquake of 7.5 near the Golden Gate 
Bridge severing Rt. 101and Rt. 1 highway 
connections to the south and north and isolating 
parts of Santa Cruz county.  Volunteers were 
requested to report to the participating airports 
beginning at 8am.  Five of our 99s SCV Chapter 
responded to RHV and one to HAF for about a six 
hour period during which several airlifts of goods and 
personnel were accomplished.  It was the first such exercise for RHV's team and about the fifth for E16 
and HAF.  Airports as far away as Livermore, Napa, Nut Tree and even one in Southern California 
coordinated airlifts. 

From our chapter Marcie Smith, Louise Mateos and Pat Gregory flew 
missions while Laura Del Favero and I worked on the ground.  Marian 
Harris headed up the DART group in HAF.  While there were many 
areas identified where improvement is needed, we were gratified 
that we were able to mount a good response to the requests that we 
received.  The CalDART group, including several participants from 
Watsonville, Half Moon Bay, San Martin, Reid-Hillview and Livermore 
met for a debrief (called in Emergency Circles a "hot wash") and 
dinner in the Tradewinds hangar afterwards during which a lot of 
useful information was shared among the various participating 
airports.  

 

Observers were present from the Livermore Sheriff's 
department, a global relief NGO from Redwood City, 
the Office of Emergency Services in Sunnyvale among 
others.  Each offered suggestions and help for making 
future efforts run more smoothly.  Paul Marshall, 
CalDART President, outlined plans for involving more 
airports and more volunteers for future exercises and 
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aligning ourselves with the various governmental emergency relief agencies in use of procedures, 
equipment and terminology.  Now our leadership group will work on streamlining procedures, 
equipment and personnel leaders both on the local level and on the state level.  It is our hope that our 
SCV 99s will continue to take part and increase our presence both at RHV and at PAO in the coming 
year. Ask any of us who were volunteers this year about joining the CalDART team. In an emergency 
WE can make a difference! 
 

 

Scholarships 
The Fly Now Award is designed for the 99 who is working on her initial flight certificate. It has four 
“milestones”. They are passing the FAA written exam, first solo, long cross-country flight and receiving 
your flight certificate. More information about this Award is on the 99s website https://www.ninety-
nines.org/fly-now.htm 

The Spring Fly Now Award Application deadline is April 1 each year. The Fall Fly Now Award Application 
deadline is October 1 each year. Membership join date must be at least three months prior to 
deadline. 

The Amelia Earhart Memorial Scholarship is open to any 99 with a Private certificate and higher. The 
next deadline for this once a year opportunity is January 1, 2020. This Scholarship is designed for 
advanced ratings and certificates, technical training and academics. More information is on the 99s 
website https://www.ninety-nines.org/scholarships.htm 

Debby Cunningham is the Scholarship Chair for our chapter so if you have questions please email 
Debby at debrcunningham@aol.com 
 

 

  

https://www.ninety-nines.org/fly-now.htm
https://www.ninety-nines.org/fly-now.htm
https://www.ninety-nines.org/scholarships.htm
mailto:debrcunningham@aol.com
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LA99s Compass Rose Initiative 
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Hollister Fly-in Report 
The SCV99’s, at their flight planning party in January, had chosen Monterey for their 
August fly in. As the summer progressed, and there was fog on the coast as often as 
not, the discussion turned to Hollister. There was a new restaurant many wanted to 
try right on the airport.   

Penny Blake had been to Seabrisa’s Eatery and found the food to be as good as the Ding a Ling which 
had closed last year. Thus, arrangements were made for a dozen pilots to arrive around noon on 
Saturday August 17. 

The morning dawned sunny in San Jose where Penny’s 172 is hangered.  Monterey on the other hand 
was socked in and predicted to remain so, for much of the afternoon. As Hollister is in the southern 
part of the Santa Clara valley, and San Jose in the northern part of the valley was clear, all seemed well. 
How fortuitous that we had changed the location. 

Betty, who drove to the airport from her home near Hollister, had seen a different story. As she 
watched the weather that morning, she wondered if we would arrive. The Hollister airport was 
overcast and below VFR, as the fog which was covering Monterey was blowing through the gap on the 
20ish knots on shore winds. 
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However, as we all approached Hollister the sky was clear until we reached the gap about 2 miles from 
the airport. The clouds had lifted during the morning and were about 500 feet above pattern altitude 
when we arrive. We could see the whole valley under the clouds. So down we all went to land into the 
wind on the crosswind runway. 

The 12 of us at lunch pronounced the food excellent and a fun gathering with great conversation about 
flying was enjoyed by all. 
 

 

Minden Fly-in Report 
 
On Saturday, September 21 five planes flew to the Taildragger Cafe on the Minden 
Airport (KMEV) in Nevada.  It was a beautiful, clear sky, no wind, no bumps flying day 
and the flight over the Sierras was truly beautiful. 
 
Lake Tahoe was crystal clear and heavenly blue.  The Minden airport is very easy to 

find, just cross Lake Tahoe and once over the east ridge it appears right below you.  There is glider 
activity at the airport on the east side so we were all careful and alert when landing on the long 
runway.   GA parking is right in front of the restaurant.  Eleven of us arrived in five planes and enjoyed 
a delightful lunch with lots of camaraderie. 
 
Most of the participants were students of Sue Ballew with a few non-pilot passengers (who we all hope 
are soon to be pilots).   
 
The following folks flew in: 
John and Robert came with Sue in a C172; 
Bogdan brought his wife and very cute son 
in a turbo 182; Datong arrived in a red 
Citabria tail dragger with one passenger; 
Tim, John and one other person came in a 
C182; Pat and Laura flew up in 618MK 
(C182) and Linda Mae Draper who is from 
the area joined us in the cafe, offering 
glider rides.  Alas, no one had the time to 
do it that day.   There was also a boy scout 
activity on the airport at the same time. 
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SCV99s 2019 Fly-in Schedule 
Each month an announcement will be sent with updated details for that month. 
  
 

December 7—Watts-Woodland 
RSVP Pat Gregory 
 
January 2020—Whale Watching (date TBD) 
RSVP Pat Gregory 
 

 

Upcoming SCV99s Meetings  
 
Nov 21— SCV99s Business/General Meeting, 6:30 PM, Advantage Aviation at PAO. All are welcome. 
This month’s program will be a talk given by Sue Ballew recounting the African Section Meeting and 
other exciting adventures. 
 
Dec 12 – Annual SCV99s Holiday Party. See page 3 for details. 
 
Jan 2020 – Annual Fly-in planning meeting! Date and Location TBD. 
 
 

 

Upcoming 99s Conferences 2020 
 
May 1-3, 2020: Spring SWS meeting: Los Gatos Lodge, Los Gatos. We are hosting! 
Registration will go live on December 2, 2019 
 
July 8-12, 2020: 2020 International Conference: Long Beach, CA, on the Queen Mary. Hosted by 
Southwest Section. 
 
Sep 11-13, 2020: Fall SWS meeting: Tucson, AZ.  
 
 

 
  



16 | P a g e  
 

 

 
www.santaclaravalley99s.org 

 
The Windsock Information and Deadlines 
 
We need your articles and input!! 
To our members, please give me your ideas and most of all...articles and photos for all to enjoy. 
Article Due Dates: 

· The Windsock is delivered four times yearly, on the 25th of the month: 
        Feb, May, Aug and Nov 

· Due dates for articles is the 10th of the month. 
Content Format 
Please provide to me with Word docs (preferred) or text within an email.  Graphics as .jpg preferred.  
  
Thank you, 
EDITOR: 
Laura Del Favero 
ladelfavero@gmail.com    

http://www.santaclaravalley99s.org/
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