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Push To Talk 
by Sue Ballew, Chapter Chair 

Happy New Year!  Here we are with COVID plateauing after the holidays, the hope of widespread 
rollout of the vaccines, and new energy with our elected officials in office…it feels like there is hope 
after 2020. 

Our weather in the Bay Area has been fabulous for 
flying most of November, December, and January.  
Palo Alto has been busy as usual with the Cessna 
culture present most days, and lined up for takeoff.   

Construction at Palo Alto resumed a few weeks ago, 
but so far has not imposed much on our parking and 
taxi routes to and from the runway.  We do expect 
the construction to increase soon.  There are several 
phases still left to go, including the rest of the 
ramp/parking area and the runway to be re leveled 
and paved. 

Be sure to take a look at our chapter Fly-in schedule 
included in this newsletter edition.  We are working 
on scheduling destinations to an airport with a 
restaurant with outside – open air seating.  If you 
have any great ideas and would like to make 
suggestions or get involved, please contact Pat 
Gregory.  We will gradually return to normal 
activities as things improve. 

Keep flying until then, 
Sue Ballew, SCV Chapter Chair 
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Santa Clara Valley Chapter Board 2019-2021 

 
CHAIRMAN: Sue Ballew 
VICE CHAIR: Louise Mateos 
SECRETARY: Marcie Smith 
TREASURER: Brittany Sabol 
DIRECTOR: Patricia Gregory 
PAST CHAIRMAN: Marjorie Johnson 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE: Laura Del Favero, Mary McEnroe, Meghan O’Neil, Joyce Willis  
 
 

 

Chapter Committee Chairs 
 

MEMBERSHIP: Leslie Ingham 
WINDSOCK NEWSLETTER: Laura Del Favero 
FLYING ACTIVITIES:   Pat Gregory 
STUDENT PILOTS: Mary McEnroe 
99S NEWS REPORTER: Carol Munch 
LEGISLATIVE: Penny Blake 
 

SAFETY EDUCATION: Laura Del Favero 
HOSPITALITY: OPEN 
SCHOLARSHIPS: Debby Cunningham 
FOREST OF FRIENDSHIP: OPEN 
WEBSITE/ GOOGLE DRIVE: Brittany Sabol 
SOCIAL MEDIA: Maki Honda  
 

 

 

2020-2021 Membership Contributions 
Our fiscal year is June 1 to May 31. The 2020-2021 
chapter contributions are being accepted, $15 per 
year.  Please indicate the year(s) for which you are 
contributing.  An asterisk by your name confirms 
your contribution for the following year(s) as well. 
 
The following list is current as of November 30, 
2020. 
Make check out to SCV99s, and email our Treasurer, 
Brittany Sabol, for mailing address: 
brittany@zibellina.com 

Monica Barrett 
Penny Blake 
Lisa Corsetti**** 
Laura Del Favero* 
Claire Florio 
Pat Forbes 
Carole Gamble 
Willy Gardner 
Patricia Gregory 
Kathy Groves 
 

Marian Harris** 
Janet Hitt** 
Carol Munch****** 
Stacey Patton 
Brittany Sabol 
Polina Spivak 
Joyce Willis*** 
Mary McEnroe 
 

  

mailto:brittany@zibellina.com
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Santa Clara Valley 99s Holiday Party December 10, 2020 
by Betty Bucci  

Our annual holiday dinner banquet was canceled this year as most other events were in 2020 due to 
Covid-19 restrictions.  We had been conducting successful SCV99s business meetings via Zoom during 
the year and decided to try a virtual holiday party over Zoom.  

It has been a long year for everyone.  Some of us 
managed to fly at times when Covid-19, smoke and 
fire fighting TFRs didn’t get in our way.  Flying was 
different last year since we could not fly to a 
destination and eat at the local restaurant every 
Saturday like some of us would normally do.  It felt 
like week to week the rules changed.   One week 
we would eat outside at a restaurant, the next 
time we visited we could eat inside, now it is 
takeout only.  We have learned to make phone 
calls to see what is open or not before we plan a 

flight.   The year did give us a chance to refresh our piloting skills as some of us were literally flying in 
circles to keep our skills up and our airplanes happy. Our annual party was to celebrate what we could 
do during 2020 and how we maintained our 
health, sanity, and our flying skills.  

We started the evening with a video musical 
performance by Sue and Eloise Pelmulder. They 
normally play for us during our social hour at the 
holiday party.  With our party being virtual they 
were thoughtful to record something for us. They 
played a nice set to get the party started.  

Several members sent in pictures of what they had been doing during the year whether flying or other 
activities. It was fun to see the pictures and have the members talk about their adventures.  We had 
pictures of flight training, smoke and TFRs from August. 

Some of the highlights –  
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Mary McEnroe helped rescue and relocate dogs to new homes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Louise Mateos did some CAP training flights and got checked out in the CAP C-210. She also took a CAP 
glider flight and she participated in a CalDART exercise flying from PAO to EUG.  Louise also had flights 
to visit her daughters.  

 

Marcie Smith showed us some pictures taken while she was finishing her jet training, some of which 
also included member Nancy Sliwa. We also got to see the view as Marcie did a low approach in her C-
182 into SFO in April when the towers were not busy.  Sadly, they still would not let her do a touch and 
go.   Marcie also participated in the CalDart exercise flying from PAO to EUG.   
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Pat Gregory and Laura Del Favero flew regularly in 2020, often together, to 
keep their skills sharp and stay IFR current. Laura also participated in the 
CalDart exercise flying from SBA to PAO. [Editor’s note: Laura also flew to 
Sedona. Had to sneak a photo of that in here]. Pat has continued her Hawaiian 
dancing via Zoom and showed off one of her Hawaiian dance dresses.  

 

 

Sue Ballew hiked with a small group on Saturdays with everyone keeping their distance and enjoying 
nature. Sue was able to continue flight instructing though scaled it back and screened the students she 
took on to ensure everyone could stay healthy.  She had nice pictures of the bay area including some 
beautiful sunsets.  
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I continued to fly throughout the year when conditions were good. I contributed some pictures of the 
smoke that filled the bay area in August and September. Flying over the hills showed huge areas of 
burn scars. I did get away for a camping trip with my sisters where we hiked and kayaked at Pinecrest 
Lake.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After we finished looking at the pictures everyone had a chance to share their adventures in 2020.  
During that time, we also had trivia questions that quizzed members on Women Aviators.  
Congratulations to Mary McEnroe who won the trivia contest. We also got to meet new member 
Rhonda Glennon; she joined our chapter in 2020 but had not had a chance to meet other members.  
We wrapped up the evening with a few announcements from our Chapter Chairman, Sue Ballew.   

We had a good time catching up with friends over Zoom.  Now that we have escaped from 2020, let’s 
look forward to the 2021 SCV99s Holiday Party where hopefully we will be in person and having dinner 
together.      
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Annual January Fly-in Planning Meeting 

 

The chaper decided on Janurary 21, at the annual fly-in planning meeting to (temporarily) 
modify how we conduct fly-ins to accommodate COVID and the associated restirctions. 

 

Message from Pat Gregory, Fly-in Chair 

Hi All, If it is possible to fly in a particular month considering the Covid-19 situation and the weather, 
we have a plan for figuring out where to go.  Keeping our planes flying is essential to keeping them safe 
and well maintained.   

I've attached a spread sheet with one column showing possible places to fly to in 2021 and one column 
showing the date of each month's flyin and a person in charge. 

How you use this is as follows: 

The column showing airports are places we thought would have take-out food or outdoor dining.  The 
column showing dates and people lets you know who to contact if you want to go on a flyin that 
month.   The person in charge will select one of the airports from our list based on location for the 
weather at that time and the possibllity of food and seating.  Sometimes it will be an outdoor patio, 
sometimes a picnic table, sometimes grass under a tree, etc.  We are trying to make it possible to fly 
without passengers but still meet up with flying buddies and stay safe.  We will ALL mask, distance and 
wash our hands (please carry sanitizer in your plane in case there is no washing facility open). 
Sometimes we will order takeout, sometimes bring a picnic lunch.  It's all very flexible and designed for 
maximum safety and fun.  See the attached file for the lists.   

Each month, the person in charge will post a flyin in the newsletter, on the website and in 
WhatsApp.  If you are interested, contact that person, whose info will be in the posting. 

If you have a burning desire to fly somewhere at a different time, please post it in WhatsApp with your 
contact info and others will contact you if they want to join in.   

Everyone should read the past two newsletters to learn how to use WhatsApp and start monitoring it 
for flying information.   

Please read the attached file that has the two columns showing airports and who's in charge each 
month.  We have NOT assigned airports to any particular month - the person in charge that month will 
pick one from the list of airports in the column.  You will see that many months don't have a person in 
charge; please feel free to notify Pat if you want to handle a flyin for a particular month, we need more 
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volunteers.  You can choose any airport you like for your flyin, it doesn't have to come from our list.  All 
you have to do is research the airport, food, etc. and write up a notice for the newsletter and 
WhatsApp. 

Please contact Pat Gregory plowers@pacbell.net if you have any questions or suggestions.    

Blue skies, Pat 

 
Flying Otis to His New Home 

by Louise Mateos 

Otis is a two-year old bundle of energy.  His previous family wasn’t 
able to handle him, but the Search and Rescue Dog Foundation loves 
energetic dogs and he was a good age to start that training.  But that 
means getting him from a little town up in the Northern Sierras to 
Santa Paula in Southern California, in winter. 

 

 

Thanks to AngelFlightWest, we found out about this 
opportunity to transport him and volunteered to take N53KP 
up to Nervino (O02) to pick him up and take him to Santa 
Paula (KSZP) to his new home.  The designated day for the 
adventure, weather-permitting, was New Year’s Eve. 

 

We tried to start early, but maybe not as early as 
we could—I blame it on being on vacation and 
Miguel and I liking to sleep in.  In any case, the 
weather was fine at altitude over a sea of valley 
fog.  But the headwind was quite substantial 
(unfortunately on two of three legs).  As you can 
see there isn’t much snow yet in the Sierras.   

mailto:plowers@pacbell.net
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We found Nervino exactly where we expected it. But airport 
ops apparently didn’t think there was that much snow the 
night before so they didn’t bother clearing the surface.  It 
actually mostly melted while we were there, so maybe the 
later than planned start wasn’t such a bad idea after all. 

After refueling, (first time for Miguel ), we met Otis and his 
people and figured out how to load him into N53KP.  His 
kennel just fit on the back seat.  He was a little nervous 
leaving his people, but fell asleep soon after we took off—
long before we got accustomed to the smell of dog in the 
plane.  Actually, it wasn’t that noticeable after a half hour or so.  

 

 

We flew along the foothills going south west before 
crossing the next mountain range.  Along the way, we 
saw Yosemite and tried to figure out which peak was 
Mt. Whitney.  I think it’s one of the ones in the back. 

 

 

 

 

Since we were at 11,500, I decided to use O2, but 
Miguel said he didn’t need it.  I can say that I didn’t 
get a headache, so maybe a good call. 

 

 

 

It was quite a bit warmer in Southern California and Otis’ new family were very welcoming.  In fact, the 
foundation’s founder, who happens to live in a hangar at the airport, went and got the fuel truck for us 
(she’s 85!) 
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Back in the plane, we fought the headwinds back to Palo Alto (KPAO) and made it just after sunset (a good thing 
since I need more night flying practice…) 

 

 
SCV99s Participate in CalDART Compassion Flights 

by Pat Gregory 

DART stands for Disaster Airlift Response Team.  It is an organization that has been providing Covid-19 
supplies to areas of need in California.  This includes masks, sanitizer and other material needed in the 
fight to stem the pandemic. 

Members of the SCV99s have been very active during the past few months transporting supplies from 
San Diego and Santa Barbara to Crescent City, CA, Santa Rosa and other locations where they are 
transferred to groups in need, such as the Yurok Indian reservation. 

These flights involve flying to San Diego or Santa Barbara, then filling your airplane with as many 
containers as you can fit and flying them north to transfer points like Santa Rosa, for other pilots to get 
them to Crescent City, Sacramento and other drop-off locations.  Those who can, fly the whole 
distance without a transfer stop. 

Laura, Pat, Marcie, Louise and Carol have participated in this rewarding exercise and will continue to 
do so as long as there is a need.   For more information on this venture, lookup CALDART at the Palo 
Alto and Reid-Hillview airports.  Many other airports in California have active CALDART groups and 
welcome pilots wanting to join in. https://caldart.org/ 

https://caldart.org/
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 Opt-in to the chapter WhatsApp group 
 
The Santa Clara Valley 99s has a WhatsApp group to keep everyone 
up to date on activities, events, and meetings.  
 
If you wish to be in this group, please send your phone number to Sue 
Ballew at sue@skytrekker.net.   
 
If you want to know what WhatsApp is: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/WhatsApp 

 
 

 
SCV99s Member Accomplishments 

Joan Hammel had her first solo on December 4, 2020. Congratulations Joan. 

 

 
Find us Here! 

 
 
https://www.instagram.com/scv99s/ 
 
https://www.facebook.com/SantaClaraValley99s 
 
https://www.santaclaravalley99s.org/ 
 
 

 
 

mailto:sue@skytrekker.net
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/WhatsApp
https://www.instagram.com/scv99s/
https://www.facebook.com/SantaClaraValley99s
https://www.santaclaravalley99s.org/
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SCV99s 2021 Fly-in Schedule 
Each month an announcement will be sent with updated details for that month. 

 
Please see 2021 Fly-in announcement on Page 7. 

 

 

 

Upcoming SCV99s Meetings  
 
In-person chapter meetings have temporarily been suspended due to COVID-19. For now, chapter 
meetings will be held via Zoom. An announcement with time, date, and link to join meeting will be sent 
each month via email. 
 

 

99s Meetings & Conferences 2021 
The Spring 2021 Southwest Section Meeting and the 2021 International Conference have both been moved to a 
one-day, online format. 

April 10, 2021: Spring SWS meeting, online format, hosted by the Reno High Sierra Chapter.  
 
July 10, 2021: 2021 International Conference, online format, hosted by the Southwest Section. 

September 9-12, 2021: Joint Southwest/Northwest section meeting, South Point Hotel & Casino in Las 
Vegas, NV 
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www.santaclaravalley99s.org 

 
The Windsock Information and Deadlines 
 
We need your articles and input!! 
To our members, please give me your ideas and most of all...articles and photos for all to enjoy. 
Article Due Dates: 

· The Windsock is delivered bimonthly: 
        Jan, Mar, May, Jul, Sep, and Nov 

· Due date for articles is the 20th of the month. 
Content Format 
Please provide to me with Word docs (preferred) or text within an email.  Graphics as .jpg preferred.  
  
Thank you, 
EDITOR: 
Laura Del Favero 
ladelfavero@gmail.com    

http://www.santaclaravalley99s.org/
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Sheet1

		Destinations		* as of 6 Jan, if you go more than 128 miles from your house, you have to quarantine *

		Mystery flight		  could give a month for folks to do this						Dates		Owner

		San Luis Obispo		  order to eat at outside benches						20-Feb		Pat

		Oceano		  picnic lunches on the beach						20-Mar		Marcie

		Quincy		  outdoor benches by a restauarant						17-Apr		Marcie

		Harris Ranch		  will open again with outdoor seating						15-May

		Santa Rosa		  outdoor patio						19-Jun

		Clear Lake		  restaurant outside seating						17-Jul

		Sacramento  Exec		  open for outdoor seating?						21-Aug		Betty

		Auburn		  open for outdoor seating?						18-Sep		Louise

		Grass Valley (GOO)		  picnic lunches on benches						16-Oct

		Watts Woodland								20-Nov

		Redding?  Red Bluff?								11-Dec

		Lodi		  Do you they have outdoor seating?						1/15/22

		Los Banos		  Pick up food, eat at airport

		Porterville		  Outdoor seating?

		Petaluma		  Always a good option, outdoor seating?  If still open?

		Paso Robles		  Some outdoor seating

		Watsonville		  Take out with picnic tables

		Half Moon Bay		  Food to go in Princeton, eat on the beach

		Santa Barbara		  Food to go, eat on beach

		Hollister		  Open?





