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Push To Talk 
by Sue Ballew, Chapter Chair 

With Spring upon us and the rollout of vaccines, we have much to look forward to in aviation in the 
coming months. 

Already this year our flyouts have resumed with more participation.  Stay tuned for the announcement 
of the location and date for April.  Although many of us have been vaccinated, we will still be practicing 
social distancing and looking for airports with restaurants that have outside seating.  If you know of any 
good ones, feel free to contact Pat Gregory. 

April 10th is our Spring Southwest Section zoom meeting hosted by the Reno/High Sierra chapter. This 
is a good way to expand your reach in the 99s, learn about what our section is doing, and get to know 
our leaders.  Many members from other chapters and sections, including some of our international 
officers attend.  Remember to register and join the meeting early to facilitate getting everyone in and 
set up. 

Voting is coming up in April for our chapter positions.  Ballots will be mailed out so be sure and vote.  In 
addition, there are always openings for our committees if you are interested in participating and 
getting involved.  This is a good way to get to know other members of our chapter. And have some fun. 

We hope sometime soon this year to be able to resume in-person meetings and activities.  As things 
progress, we will keep you informed. 

Keep flying, 

Sue Ballew 
SCV Chapter Chair 
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Santa Clara Valley Chapter Board 2019-2021 
 
CHAIRMAN: Sue Ballew 
VICE CHAIR: Louise Mateos 
SECRETARY: Marcie Smith 
TREASURER: Brittany Sabol 
DIRECTOR: Patricia Gregory 
PAST CHAIRMAN: Marjorie Johnson 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE: Laura Del Favero, Mary McEnroe, Meghan O’Neil, Joyce Willis  
 
 

 

Chapter Committee Chairs 
 

MEMBERSHIP: Leslie Ingham 
WINDSOCK NEWSLETTER: Laura Del Favero 
FLYING ACTIVITIES:   Pat Gregory 
STUDENT PILOTS: Mary McEnroe 
99S NEWS REPORTER: Carol Munch 
LEGISLATIVE: Penny Blake 
 

SAFETY EDUCATION: Laura Del Favero 
HOSPITALITY: OPEN 
SCHOLARSHIPS: Debby Cunningham 
FOREST OF FRIENDSHIP: OPEN 
WEBSITE/ GOOGLE DRIVE: Brittany Sabol 
SOCIAL MEDIA: Maki Honda  
 

 

 

2020-2021 Membership Contributions 
Our fiscal year is June 1 to May 31. The 2020-2021 
chapter contributions are being accepted, $15 per 
year.  Please indicate the year(s) for which you are 
contributing.  An asterisk by your name confirms 
your contribution for the following year(s) as well. 
 
The following list is current as of November 30, 
2020. 
Make check out to SCV99s, and email our Treasurer, 
Brittany Sabol, for mailing address: 
brittany@zibellina.com 

Monica Barrett 
Penny Blake 
Lisa Corsetti**** 
Laura Del Favero* 
Claire Florio 
Pat Forbes 
Carole Gamble 
Willy Gardner 
Patricia Gregory 
Kathy Groves 
 

Marian Harris** 
Janet Hitt** 
Carol Munch****** 
Stacey Patton 
Brittany Sabol 
Polina Spivak 
Joyce Willis*** 
Mary McEnroe 
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Elections for SCV Chapter Board 

The first week of April, you will be receiving a ballot to vote for our next chapter board. Those of you 
who have opted-in for electronic voting will receive an email invitation from Election Buddy. Please be 
on the lookout for that email. And please vote! 

 

One last cross-country adventure in Bonanza 4TR 
by Betty Bucci 

In late 2020 my husband, Fred, and I decided that it was time to sell our beloved F33A Bonanza N334TR 
that we had flown for 18 years.  We listed the airplane with a broker and within a week we accepted an 
offer. After several conversations with the buyer, he and his brother came out to Frazier Lake Airpark 
(1C9) to look at the airplane. After they checked over the airplane and took a demo flight, the buyer, 
Mike, a recently retired orthopedic surgeon, was happy and went back home dreaming of his new 
Bonanza.  

Mike and his wife Diane are both pilots who are getting back into flying after many years and are 
transitioning to the Bonanza. I was thrilled to know that another woman would be flying the airplane! 
(And yes, I introduced Diane to the 99s chapters in her area.) Mike and Diane would need 20 hours of 
instruction before going solo per insurance requirements. One question that came up was how the 
airplane gets from Hollister, California to its new home in Ozark, Missouri in winter during the Covid-19 
pandemic.  Mike has a corporate pilot friend who could have jumped in the airplane and flown it home 
but due to various issues, that was not an option.  Mike’s brother is also a corporate pilot with Bonanza 
time but needed a refresher checkout before flying it and given the timing, that was not an option.  

Fred and I normally make cross county trips in the Bonanza spending 4 or 5 days exploring a location. 
In 2020, we had wanted to do some cross-country trips, but Covid-19 restrictions got in the way. After 
thinking about it, Fred and I offered to fly the airplane back to Missouri for them. It would be one last 
adventure in the airplane. Mike liked the idea, and we were invited to stay in their guest house and 
asked if we might talk to them about the airplane and take them for a flight. We had quite a bit of 
documentation for them and visiting would give us time to share information for an easier transition to 
the airplane. While this is not how most people sell an airplane, and not something we have done with 
past airplane sales, but this is a special airplane. The couple that bought it have a lot of common with 
us, we wanted to go the extra mile to make sure our baby moved smoothly to its new home.  

Once we agreed to ferry the airplane back East, I started looking at weather windows to get across 
country VFR, not an easy task during the winter season. I had wanted 4 days of VFR weather in a row. 
While I am instrument rated, I did not want to fly the airplane IFR on this trip. The first weekend in 
February, provided a window across most of the country though it was not looking great in OK and 
MO. I knew we could get to Texas which would be a lot closer to MO than CA.  
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The Big Texan 

We took off on Saturday February 6 with multiple legs planned. I would be PIC for the entire trip and 
wanted to keep the legs shorter.  The entire route would be about a 9-hour flight.  

It was a beautiful VFR day when we took off from 1C9 for the last time in N334TR. Our first fuel stop 
was at Fox Airfield in Lancaster, CA. We have stopped at KWJF on many trips where the wind was 
strong enough it threatened to blow your door off when you open it. It was nice to see winds that were 
6-8kts on this trip.  

I planned most of the stops at airports where we could get fuel and make a quick turnaround. We 
stopped at Needles, CA (KEED) which had no one in sight.  It took a couple of tries to get the fuel pump 
working but we were soon off to our next stop. 

We flew over a busy Prescott airport where many Embry-Riddle training flights were in progress. We 
saw the red rocks of Sedona along with its tabletop airport and landed at Winslow, AZ (KINW). The 
visibility on the trip was clear for miles and not a cloud in the sky. The only thing that would have been 
better was a strong tailwind.  At KINW we were greeted by a friendly staff person.  We did not need 
fuel but found a clean restroom and were soon on our way to our overnight stop. The flight across the 
desert was smooth and being February, the temperatures were comfortable.  

We arrived at Albuquerque, NM (KAEG) at sunset. We tucked the airplane away and took Uber to a 
hotel. The hotel had a restaurant, but it was take-out only.  At least we were able to get dinner and 
bring it back to our room.  Waking up it was a clear morning, we packed up and headed to the airport. 
On the way, several hot air balloons were up enjoying the clear morning air. We loaded up and headed 
to Dumas, TX (KDUX). I knew we could make it to TX, but it was not looking good to go any further East 
due to the stable air mass that was over a large part of the Midwest that didn’t want to move with its 
low clouds and freezing level down to the surface.  We 
refueled at KDUX and spent time checking weather and 
talking to a briefer.  We would not be flying further East 
on Sunday and needed to figure out where we would 
spend the night. Along the way we had regular 
conversations with Mike about the trip.  As the weather 
changed, he needed to start exploring other options for 
the airplane since it did not look like we would make it to 
MO. We headed south for a short flight to Amarillo, TX 
(KAMA) where we got a car and hotel. After checking in 
we headed to the Big Texan Steakhouse restaurant for 
dinner which is a Route 66 historical landmark and a 
Texas icon. It is also the home of the 72oz steak. If you 
can eat it and its side dishes within one hour, you get it 
free, we did not select this choice. Indoor dining was 
allowed in Texas we ended up eating inside at 2 
restaurants, it was a treat.  

Mike had been looking at possible sites to hangar the airplane until the weather would allow him to 
get the airplane home. We settled on Fort Worth Alliance KAFW (under the DFW class B airspace). It 
would be easier to get to DFW if he had to fly down with an instructor to fly it home. DFW was also 
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Parked at KAFW after last flight in N334TR 

easier for his corporate pilot friend to get to if he could get away long enough to fly it home. It would 
be less than a 2-hour flight from KAFW on the last leg to Springfield MO (KSGF). 

Monday morning, I spent more time looking at weather and talking to a briefer. I was looking for a 
window to relocate the airplane from KAMA to KAFW, would it be Monday afternoon or Tuesday? That 
was the question I discussed with a knowledgeable weather briefer who lived near Alliance and 
understood the local weather. Monday morning had overcast with freezing fog, but a window was 
forecast in the afternoon. We packed up and headed back to the airport still in overcast skies. The 
forecast was for it to be VFR by 2pm but it was still solid overcast at 1:30pm when we were headed to 
the airport. As we were driving it started to clear and in about 30 minutes it went from overcast to 
clear.   

Arriving at the airplane, the first thing I saw were icicles hanging down from the static wicks and the 
tail cone. There was a layer of frosty ice on the wings and tail.  We even had ice on the cover that we 
had to shake off before stowing. The sun shining on the airplane was warm, causing the ice to melt 
quickly.  The line guys were helpful in clearing all the ice off the airplane.  

We took off close to 3pm in VFR skies and flew to KAFW which was forecast to have several low layers 
of clouds during the day but would be VFR by 4pm. Along the way I watched KAFW go from 1200 OVC 
to 2300 SCT to 3100 SCT. We would get in without any stress, or so I thought.  I took a more southerly 
route toward Abilene, TX to stay closer to the VFR weather and then headed East to KAFW at a point I 
could start a VFR descent.  

As we got close to Alliance, we started asking 
ourselves where is the airport?? With the 
electronics in the airplane, you would think you 
could easily “see” an airport. The Aspen EFD, 
Garmin GPS and ForeFlight on the iPad all knew 
exactly where the airport was, and the route was 
clear, but our eyes could not pick out the airport 
environment from all the buildings and roads that 
were in the area with the shadows from the cloud 
layers. Finally, about 5 miles out I could see the 
runway and I made my last landing in the Bonanza.  

The FBO at Fort Worth Alliance, Alliance Aviation, 
had a nice big hangar to keep the airplane clean and warm since the Dallas area was due to get 
freezing temperatures and ice. We called Uber and headed to the hotel for the night.  It would be 11 
days until the weather cleared enough for Mike and his instructor to fly commercial to DFW, hitch a 
ride to KAFW and fly 4TR back to Springfield, MO.  

Meanwhile, we had planned to spend a few days with Mike and Diane to do transition training. Leaving 
Fort Worth was the last time we saw the sun for several days as well as warm temperatures. We 
arrived in Ozark, MO and it was cold. During the time we were there it was between 5- and 18-degrees 
F. Given I am a San Jose native, I am used to mild winters, so we did not spend much time outside. 
During the mornings we discussed the aspects of the Bonanza, the panel, the checklist, the Aspen EFD 
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and Garmin GPS. We spent 5 days with them and covered a lot of information. During that time, they 
took us to see a couple of local museums, all indoors due to the cold weather.  

Soon it was time to think about buying an airline ticket to go home. You cannot get a non-stop flight 
from Springfield, MO to San Jose, CA so my options were to fly through Denver or Dallas. I checked the 
weather for the connections in both cities and at that time they looked about the same. We booked a 
flight on American Airlines connecting in Dallas.  

On the day we left we arrived at the airport to check in at Springfield only to find our connection to SJC 
was just canceled. The connecting flight was rebooked, and we headed out to DFW. Landing at DFW 
there was light blowing snow. Airplanes were landing and taking off and it looked like our connection 
could have taken off.  

Walking through the terminal it was eerie as most of the restaurants and stores were closed. I thought 
they were closed due to COVID but, the employees for these businesses were not able to drive to the 
airport because of the weather. We headed to the Admiral’s Club to wait the 8 hours for our rebooked 
flight.  

As we got closer to the time for the flight, I started watching it to see if it had arrived only to find out 
that it had not arrived. Within a few minutes I got notified that our flight was canceled. It was time to 
find a new flight. All flights to SJC and MRY were canceled. We were able to get on a flight to SFO and 
by the time we were booked on it we had 15 minutes before the flight started boarding.  

Finally, everyone is on board and now we need to deice. An hour later we were in the air. I watched 
the inflight app during the flight. At one point it said 2 hours to SFO, we were on track. Then shortly 
after I noticed it said 1 hour to Phoenix! Something was up but what? Another 20 minutes and the 
captain came on to say there was something they needed for landing at SFO that was not working. He 
never said exactly what, but he wanted better weather for landing, so we were landing at Phoenix to 
fix the problem. Shortly after the captain came on again to say he had good news and bad news. The 
bad news is the airplane is broken. The good news is there is another aircraft at the next gate that we 
would take to SFO. In about 30 minutes we were in the air again and on the way to SFO.  

We finally landed around 11:30pm on a Sunday evening. Now it was Midnight and we needed 
transportation from SFO to our hangar at Frazier Lake Airpark (1C9) where our car was parked. I had 
gotten an estimate for Uber earlier in the week but at the time I looked the price was about $100. At 
Midnight on a Sunday, the price is $500, not an option. Next stop was the Hertz desk which was closed 
then on to the Hertz garage to see if anyone was still there. We were relieved to see there were still 
some people around and we were able to rent a car to get us back to 1C9 and home. By the time we 
got home, in bed and turned out the light it was 3:30am Monday morning. Our luggage finally arrived 
on Thursday. I have traveled a lot for business and have had adventures with airline trips in the past so 
this one did not phase me. We just rolled with it and looked at it as an adventure and another story to 
tell. 

What is next for us?  We are shopping for a replacement cross-country airplane, likely an RV-7A, that 
will allow us to fly to have more adventures across the U.S. 
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A Day Trip to Half Moon Bay 
by Maki Honda  

I started flight training at the end of 2019 but life happened, and things got pushed back. Then COVID was a 
factor. Finally, after pushing through and keeping at it, I went on my checkride in January this year. We had to 
reschedule the flight portion due to weather as the dense fog didn't burn off around KPRB but thankfully my 
instructor came with me so we made it out and I got some "Intro to IFR training" on the way home. A few weeks 
later I completed the flight exam at KSNS and came home as a Private Pilot! 

Weather on Sunday 2/21 was amazing so I took my 5-year-old son to Half Moon Bay to enjoy a picnic lunch and 
play in the harbor area right outside the airport. The airport was very busy. I'll be working on my IFR rating soon 
so I made sure to make a stop at San Martin to make a cross country from E16 to KHAF to collect some PIC XC 
time. My son complained that the flight inbound was too long so I flew us direct to Reid Hillview for a quicker 
flight home. Thank goodness for the comm isolating button- I had to use it a few times when my son wouldn't 
stop chatting while I tried to navigate through the busy airspaces on the way home. 

I had a great time on our little adventure and am so happy because this is exactly what I wanted to get my 
license for. If you have any recommendations on airports to visit with a little one, please let me know! I'm also 
looking forward to joining some fly-ins with the chapter. 

On a different note, I am working to keep our Instagram page fun and current. Please send me photos and 
captions of your flying adventures, milestones or really anything related to flying! You can email them to me at 
nowasabiplease@gmail.com. Thank you!  

 
SCV99s Member Accomplishments 

Maki Honda passed her private pilot checkride in February. Congratulations Maki! 

  

about:blank
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March fly-in to Paso Robles 

On Saturday, March 20, we met for lunch at the One-Niner Diner at KRPB. Eight people 
attended the fly-in including Penny and Ron Blake, Betty Bucci, Nancy Sliwa (and her Cirrus 
Vision Jet), Marcie Smith, Carol Munch, Pat Gregory, and Laura Del Favero.  
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FAA pressures Santa Clara County to abide by grant obligations 

Read the latest news in the ongoing effort of Santa Clara County to shut down Reid-Hillview Airport: 

Despite several warnings from the FAA, Santa Clara County officials in California have refused to address 
ongoing safety concerns at Reid-Hillview Airport, prompting the agency to take a stronger stand and threaten 
legal action (read AOPA’s article here.) 

 

 

A little history about The Windsock 
by Laura Del Favero 

Have you ever wondered where our chapter logo came from? I did a little digging to uncover her 
origins. Betty Hicks was the creator and first editor of our chapter newsletter, The Windsock, which 
originated in 1970. The Windsock girl, or Flying Lady as she is also known, has had many iterations over 
the years. I couldn’t find the exact date of her creation or how she evolved, but she seems to have 
originated sometime in the 1970s, after The Windsock newsletter was born. She was created by a 
friend of Betty Hicks and referred to as a “goggled lady pilot clinging to a windsock.” You can see her in 
the first masthead picture on the next page. She was later modified in 1979 by Jean Collins to her 
familiar form of a “hair-flying personality.” Below are several iterations of the logo followed by some 
images taken from our 50 year chapter history, which was recorded in 2004. 
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To pick up where the article leaves off…Mayetta Behringer had the longest tenure with The Windsock. 
She was editor from 1989 to 2014 – 25 years! Candice Tuttle stepped up after Mayetta stepped down. 
She was editor from 2014 to 2018. Then I picked it up from Candice in 2018.  
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Women’s History Month Aviation Trivia 

Do you know who these women are? Click the links to read about these pioneering women. 

Harriet Quimby was the first licensed woman pilot in the US. Who was the second? Link  

Who was the first women to qualify for a “blind-flying” certificate (instrument rating)? Link  

Who was the first African-American women to hold a commercial license in the US? She also taught 
future Tuskegee Airmen. Link 

Who was the first female fighter pilot? Link 

Who was the first women to fly in space? Link  

 
Find us Here! 

 
 
https://www.instagram.com/scv99s/ 
 
https://www.facebook.com/SantaClaraValley99s 
 
https://www.santaclaravalley99s.org/ 

 
SCV99s 2021 Fly-in Schedule 

Each month an announcement will be sent with updated details for that month. 
 

April 24: Lampson Field (1O2), Clearlake, CA. Contact Pat if you’d like to join us plowers@sbcglobal.net 

 

 
 

 

https://ladieslovetaildraggers.com/aviatrix-from-the-past-matilde-e-moisant/
https://www.ctie.monash.edu.au/hargrave/bailey.html
https://www.nationalww2museum.org/war/articles/lieutenant-willa-brown
https://www.aviationfile.com/first-female-combat-pilot-sabiha-gokcen/
https://airandspace.si.edu/people/historical-figure/valentina-tereshkova
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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Upcoming SCV99s Meetings  
 
In-person chapter meetings have temporarily been suspended due to COVID-19. For now, chapter 
meetings will be held via Zoom. An announcement with time, date, and link to join meeting will be sent 
each month via email. 
 

 

99s Meetings & Conferences 2021 
April 10, 2021: Spring SWS meeting hosted by the Reno High Sierra chapter. This is an online meeting format. 
 
July 10, 2021: 2021 International Conference. This is an online meeting format. 

September 9-12, 2021: Joint Southwest/Northwest section meeting, South Point Hotel & Casino in Las 
Vegas, NV.  
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www.santaclaravalley99s.org 

 
The Windsock Information and Deadlines 
 
We need your articles and input!! 
To our members, please give me your ideas and most of all...articles and photos for all to enjoy. 
Article Due Dates: 

· The Windsock is delivered bimonthly: 
        Jan, Mar, May, Jul, Sep, and Nov 

· Due date for articles is the 20th of the month. 
Content Format 
Please provide to me with Word docs (preferred) or text within an email.  Graphics as .jpg preferred.  
  
Thank you, 
EDITOR: 
Laura Del Favero 
ladelfavero@gmail.com    
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