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Push To Talk 

Our chapter is alive and well again with participation locally and at the Section level. 

In August we had a hybrid meeting with about 12 in attendance between in-person and zoom. Our 
speaker was Karen Hollerbach who talked about her flying experience with Green Flag.  In conjunction 
with CAP (Civil Air Patrol) they provide training support for the military for programs such as the 
Predator/Reaper drone program.  It was all very interesting. 

The hybrid joint SWS and NWS meeting in Las Vegas was a huge success and the first in-person section 
meeting in the nation in two years. Our chapter had nine in attendance. We had about 90 join us in person 
and for the business meeting about 40 online. It certainly was fun to get together and see old friends, 
friends from other chapters, and meet new ones.   

If you haven’t attended a chapter meeting recently and are geographically challenged, consider joining 
online.  The chapter will be purchasing a webcam/camera soon so you will be able to view the in-person 
members, and anything displayed on our in-person screens. 

We have flyouts and fun meetings coming up, including our Holiday Party.  Stay tuned  

Keep flying, 

Sue Ballew 
SCV Chapter Chair 
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Santa Clara Valley Chapter Board 2021-2023 
 
CHAIRMAN: Sue Ballew 
VICE CHAIR: Louise Mateos 
SECRETARY: Patricia Gregory 
TREASURER: Maki Honda 
DIRECTOR: Debby Cunningham  
PAST CHAIRMAN: N/A 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE:  Betty Bucci, Mary McEnroe, Carol Munch, Laura Del Favero  
 

 
Chapter Committee Chairs 

 

MEMBERSHIP: Leslie Ingham 
WINDSOCK NEWSLETTER: Laura Del Favero 
FLYING ACTIVITIES:   Pat Gregory 
STUDENT PILOTS: Mary McEnroe 
99S NEWS REPORTER: Carol Munch 
LEGISLATIVE: Penny Blake 
 

SAFETY EDUCATION: Laura Del Favero 
HOSPITALITY: OPEN 
SCHOLARSHIPS: Debby Cunningham 
FOREST OF FRIENDSHIP: OPEN 
WEBSITE/ GOOGLE DRIVE: Brittany Sabol 
SOCIAL MEDIA: Maki Honda  
 

 
2021-2022 Membership Contributions 

 

Our fiscal year is June 1 to May 31. The 2021-2022 chapter 
contributions are being accepted at $15 per year.  Please 
indicate the year(s) for which you are contributing. An 
asterisk by your name confirms your contribution for the 
following year(s) as well. 
 
The following list is current as of September 27, 2021. You 
may pay via PayPal or by check. Make check out to 
SCV99s. Email Treasurer Maki Honda for PayPal 
instructions or mailing address: 
nowasabiplease@gmail.com 
  
 

Sue Ballew** 
Tiffany Chao** 
Lisa Corsetti*** 
Debby Cunningham** 
Laura Del Favero* 
Pat Forbes*** 
Kathy Groves 
Marian Harris*  
 

Janet Hitt* 
Maki Honda  
Louise Mateos**** 
Mary McEnroe 
Carol Munch***** 
Marcie Smith 
Kristen Tarabetz** 
Joyce Willis** 
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Oshkosh Adventure 

by Debby Cunningham 

After purchasing our airplane, a CT210, my airplane partner Michael, his wife Lauren and I decided we 
would do this adventure together. Another pilot friend, Tim heard of our plans and wanted to join us. 
Ultimately Tim and his wife, Doris flew an A36. So, 2 airplanes, 5 people started early Friday July 23. 
Goal KRAP! Who wouldn’t want to land here!! 

Our first leg was 3 1/2 hours stopping in KSPK-Spanish Fork UT. What a treat, the small FBO was 
fantastic, loaned us a crew car and suggested The Sidecar Cafe for lunch. This is a place worth visiting. 
Not only was the food and service superb but it was also a motorcycle museum/collection. Fascinating!! 

Next leg, 3 hours to KRAP-Rapid City SD. One of us pilots really wanted to say they had been to krap 
and back ����. Great FBO but be careful, speeding tickets get handed out to tourists. 

Saturday morning we flew into C35-Reedsburg WI, it’s about 65 miles from Oshkosh. This was a great 
place to stop, the airport manager was helping everyone fill their planes at the self-serve fuel island and 
had lots of drinks and snacks for all the flyers coming through. It was fun watching all the different types, 
from taildraggers to twins. Quite a busy place as we each tried to figure out when it would be a good time 
to takeoff and get in the queue for landing at KOSH. We decided to give it some time and departed about 
3:30. 

We had studied and rehearsed our arrival, I was PIC and more than a little nervous. It turned out fine as 
we approached the first checkpoint we saw a Cessna and followed it. No holding! Fly over checkpoints, 
get to Ripon, don’t talk but listen up!! Retractable black and white “rock your wings .good rock” Yeah! I 
got a “good rock”. I know they give everyone that but it still felt good. Now turn right, and set up for 36, 
aim for the yellow dot, land on the purple. Whew got it down (not quite on the purple dot ���) then taxi off 
onto the grass. Then taxi and taxi and taxi for 20 minutes on grass to parking. That is a looong time to 
hold the yoke back. Michael helped out with that after 10 minutes. 

Michael and Tim were going to camp under the wings and fortunately both airplanes were able to be 
parked next to each other. We had our doubts as Tim had to turn left at Ripon and land on 27. 

One unfortunate pilot landed and his gear collapsed. Amazing the runway was closed less than an hour. 

After getting the guys settled, we all headed out to find the RV that I had rented for us gals. Turns out it 
was 2 miles away from them. We got a lot of walking in!! There is a fairly good network of buses but 
because we had come a day before the official start not all of them were running yet. As we schlepped 
our luggage through the campground, a kind soul stopped and drove us around until we found it. Our first 
new friend!! 

We were greeted with air-conditioning, cold water and snacks from the owner of the RV. So nice! We 
made it!! Found the market and had turkey sandwiches and a “lovely” 4-pack of wine for dinner. 
Exhausted. 

Sunday we tried to get the lay of the land and then watched the opening air show. Exciting!! 
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Michael noticed our baggage door had popped some rivets. He contacted the emergency fix it place and 
we were set up to get it fixed Monday morning. They did a great job and it was under $200. Yeah 
Oshkosh!! 

Monday everything is now open, there is so much to do and see. We attempted to organize ourselves as 
to what seminars, workshops, displays and everything else we wanted to do. Michael and I had some “to 
dos” for our plane so we made sure we had those on the agenda. 

Tuesday one of the talks we went to was Jessica Cox, she is the 
only armless licensed pilot. The next day we were all fortunate to be 
able to have lunch with her. She’s delightful. 

Wednesday morning I went to the WAI breakfast where Orbis, a 
flying eye hospital, was being featured. Fortunately as I was walking 
to the event I noticed a large group of gals wearing the same 
AirVenture Tshirt as me. Now I would not get lost. 

Valerie Suberg, a STS 99, who is the head mechanic for Orbis was 
in the group, it was special to get to catch up with her again. 

We toured the Orbis plane and Samaritan’s Purse which is a DC8 
set up for humanitarian aid all over the world. They were the 
organization that setup a hospital in Central Park NY during the 
COVID crisis there. 

Air shows every afternoon and a couple evening air shows. Always 
something flying or roaring overhead-helicopters, a blimp, lots of war planes, hang gliders, and noisy but 
I enjoyed every minute of it. 

There is a seaplane base that is a few miles away that 
we visited. A bus delivers you and you walk through a 
beautiful forest to this quiet serene lake. There is a little 
boat tour you can take that allows you to see all the 
seaplanes moored. I learned that it is only a seaplane 
base for the one week of AirVenture as it is on private 
land. The owner graciously opens it up every year for the 
event. This was a highlight and shouldn’t be missed. 

We did survive 2 weather events, Monday night about 
1:30am the wind, rain and thunder started and it sounded 
like someone was trying to break in the RV trailer. For us 

Californians it was pretty scary. We did fine but the guys had their tent flood and the wind picked it up at 
one point and broke one of the poles. Fortunately, there was a Target nearby and they were able to get 
another one. The next event was forecast to have tornado force winds, hail, thunder, rain etc. The guys 
decided they had enough of that and slept in the RV that night. Cozy but everyone was dry in the morning. 

Fortunately, the system kept to the northwest of OSH so none of the airplanes suffered any damage. 

Debby with Jessica Cox 
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There is so much to do including shopping - household items, jewelry and a hanging basket chair which 
I purchased for my gazebo. It is wonderful! 

Our trip home was KOSH-KABR, Aberdeen SD where there 
was free pulled pork sandwiches for Oshkosh travelers, then 
KBIL, Billings MT. Great place and would like to return there 
sometime. Last day we stopped in KEKL, Elko NV where there 
is a very friendly FBO and a most delicious lunch at Dreez about 
one mile from the airport. 

It was a great week of being immersed in everything aviation, 
laughing, making new friends and then some. I would do it again 
and highly recommend going at least once. 
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Fall 2021 SWS Meeting Report 
 

by Pat Gregory 

The first ever hybrid Southwest/Northwest Section Meeting was a huge success. The collaborative effort 
of the Las Vegas Chapter, the section boards, and several tech savvy members combined to create the 
future of meetings for the 99s. 

This meeting took place in Las Vegas at the Southpoint Hotel and Casino.  Weeks of planning went into 
creating an internet plus in-person conference attended by about 90 members plus another 40 on-line 
(via Zoom) members.  Everyone was able to participate in the meeting – there were presentations in 
person as well as over Zoom.  The business meeting was smoothly run by SW Section Governor Pat 
Chan. At the same time, the NW Section held their business meeting in an adjacent room.  Numerous 
NW members flew to Las Vegas for the event as well. 

The Las Vegas chapter, composed mostly of fairly new to the 99s (most of whom have never attended a 
section meeting) did an outstanding job of setting up the arrival at Henderson Airport, registration at the 
hotel, Fly Market, Hospitality, and meeting rooms.  The hotel provided excellent service and support.  
Bottled water was readily available at all times.  Did I mention it was over 100 degrees outside all the 
time! 

Attendees were shuttled to and from the airport, were given a book of coupons for meal and drink 
discounts and other amenities.  There was a delightful spa on site, a huge indoor equestrian center with 
a riding event in progress, a bowling alley, numerous restaurants and enough walking required that you 
didn’t have to worry about gaining weight from over eating.  Food was plentiful and quite good.  Interesting 
seminars and a wonderful keynote speaker were also provided. 

It was so wonderful to once again see and hug our many pilot friends. There were even three International 
board members present: International President Corby Bullock, Vice-President Terry Carbonell, and 
Secretary Cathy Prudhomme. The evening events included a cocktail party and the Awards Banquet 
during which the Pilot of the Year winner Anita White was announced.  

Because we were able to cobble together the necessary technology, this meeting will serve as a model 
for the future.  Now everyone can attend, whether or not they have the means to physically get there.  
Using the internet, we have the ability to bring together all 99s from all over the world.  Many chapters 
are already hosting hybrid meetings in places where in-person meetings are possible, and are able to do 
so without the advanced technology that was used for the International Conference and this meeting.   
We’ll be putting together some Standard Operating Procedures on how to do this safely and in 
accordance with Roberts Rules for both small and large meetings. It’s very exciting to be shifting into a 
new paradigm that enhances inclusiveness and transparency.   

Huge kudos to Governor Pat Chan for her foresight and tenacity, the Las Vegas chapter for their courage 
and creativity, to all the members who helped put this meeting on, and to all the 99s who participated in 
helping us reach a new level. 
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SWS Treasurer Irene Engard, International President 
Corbi Bulluck, and Sue at the Friday Night Welcome 
Event 

Susan, Marcie, Pat and Nancy at the Friday Night Welcome Event 

Pre-Banquet Group Photo Sue, Nobi, and Debby at the Henderson Airport 

Saturday Night Banquet Program Our Hostesses-The Las Vegas Chapter 
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Forest of Friendship 

 
This year the Forest of Friendship celebration and induction ceremony was held on zoom. The theme is 
World Friendship thru Flight. 
 
Governors from 99 Sections all over the world gave reports on what they were up to. There is a lot of 
educational activity that is happening. A new airplane museum is in the works with an Electra just like 
Amelia Earhart flew which will be center stage. Eileen Collins spoke about and with Wally Funk, her life 
and her recent flight into space. It was interesting hearing these two accomplished women talk about 
their achievements. A video was shown of the beautiful forest via drone. 
 
There were 21 inductees who were introduced including a memorial bench honoring the Amelia Earhart 
Memorial Scholarship Fund which was sponsored by 18 past and present Trustees. Everyone was invited 
to join next year when hopefully we will be able to meet in Atchison Kansas on September 16,17 2022 
 
Thank you, Santa Clara Valley, for this honor. 
Debby Cunningham 
 
About the International Forest of Friendship: 
The Forest was established as a bicentennial project by the City of Atchison and The Ninety-Nines Inc., an 
international organization of women pilots. Each September, new honorees are inducted into the Forest with 
plaques embedded in the walkway that winds through trees representing all 50 states and over 35 countries.  
https://ifof.org/ 
 

 
September fly-in to San Luis Obispo 

Five people in three Cessna 182s flew in to San Luis Obispo for lunch on September 25. 
Unfortunately, I forgot to take pictures of the people, but I did get a picture of the C182s. 
Marcie flew in 735ZA, Laura flew in 618MK, and Louise flew in 53KP along with her 
daughter and her daughter’s boyfriend. As you can see from the picture, it was a very 
hazy day. We had a nice lunch, but there was a lot of smoke from the latest fire. 

 

https://ifof.org/
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Glider Discovery Flight 
By Maki Honda 

I made a quick hop over to Hollister from Reid Hillview 
in the C-150 that I rented from my flight school. It was 
hazy but not as bad as I expected. After checking in 
with John at Hollister Soaring Center, we pre-flighted 
the glider plane. It was my first time seeing a glider 
plane up close; the wings were much longer than I 
imagined but the simplicity of the plane made it look 
almost like a toy. 

 

Once we were settled into 
our tandem seats, we got 
hooked up to a golf cart 
and pulled onto the 
runway. Then they hooked 
us up to a plane and off we 
went! Besides the whistle 
of air coming in through 
some tiny gaps, it was so 
quiet.  

Once we unhooked and 
were on our own, we were 
just gliding around silently 
and peacefully. The 
instructor let me control the 
plane for a bit. The input 

needed to control the glider plane was miniscule. A tiny bit of yoke movement gave smooth turns. It did 
seem like you need a lot of rudder input though (I didn't have enough reach to push the rudders in far 
enough so had the instructor deal with them). 
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Without any updrafts, the flight didn't 
last long and we slowly glided back to 
the airport. I was a bit nervous about 
the landing, knowing that we didn't 
really have the option for a go-around 
without an engine but it was much 
smoother and controlled than I 
expected. We flew a normal pattern, 
slipped a bit at the end and came in 
for a nice landing.  

I had a fun time trying something 
new. Not sure if I will be training for a 
glider license any time soon but 
maybe one day!  

I didn’t know KCVH had a 99s 
compass rose so it was cool seeing it 
when I came in. 

 
 

Flying in Hawaii 
More flying photos from Maki. She had the opportunity to go flying on a recent trip to Hawaii. Here is her 
description of where she flew. Please enjoy her photos from Hawaii. A stark difference from the air around 
California the past few months.  

A flight school over there that I contacted was really accommodating. The first day there, I went and did 
a quick 1-hour tour around Oahu. A couple days later I did a longer flight; went along the north shore of 
Molokai, over to Maui to land at Hana (PHHN) and then around and over the north shore of Lanai, back 
to Oahu. It was gorgeous! Instead of getting checked out in their plane I took a CFI with me which worked 
out because he was like a tour guide showing me all the cool places.  
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Find us Here! 

 
 
https://www.instagram.com/scv99s/ 
 
https://www.facebook.com/SantaClaraValley99s 
 
https://www.santaclaravalley99s.org/ 
 

 
SCV99s 2021 Fly-in Schedule 

 
Each month an announcement will be sent with updated details for that month. 

 
We have had limited success with fly-ins this year, due mainly to smoke, but also the pandemic. Check 
your email for information about upcoming fly-ins. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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Upcoming SCV99s Meetings  

 
We have resumed in-person chapter meetings at a new location, the West Valley Flying Club on the Palo 
Alto Airport. Chapter meetings will begin at 6:30pm with a business meeting followed by the general 
meeting at 7:00pm. We will host the chapter meetings in a hybrid online/in-person format. Zoom link will 
be sent by email each month. 
 

  
2022 Meetings & Conferences 

 
January 29, 2022: Winter Workshop, hosted by the Fullerton Chapter. Knott’s Berry Farm Hotel. 

April 7-11, 2022: Spring SWS Meeting, hosted by Phoenix Chapter 

July 6-11, 2022: International Conference, Charleston, South Carolina 

Fall 2022 (dates pending): Fall SWS Meeting, hosted by Air Hearts Utah Chapter 

 
Perpetual calendar of Ninety-Nines section meeting and International conference dates and locations. 
This list will be updated as dates and locations become available. 

 
Dates Type Host Chapter/Location 
January 29, 2022 Winter Workshop Fullerton Chapter 
April 7-11, 2022 Spring SWS Meeting Phoenix Chapter 
July 6-11, 2022 Int'l Conference Charleston, South Carolina 
Oct 2022 African Section Meeting Rwanda 
Fall 2022-Pending Fall SWS Meeting Air Hearts, Utah 
Dec 2022 India Section Meeting Delhi 
January 2023 Winter Workshop LA 99s 
April 2023 Spring SWS Meeting Long Beach 
Spring 2023-Pending Int'l Conference Jordan 
Fall 2023 Fall SWS Meeting Ventura Co. 
Summer 2024 Int'l Conference Vancouver 
Fall 2024 Fall SWS Meeting Aloha Chapter, Hawaii 
Summer 2025 Int'l Conference New England 
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www.santaclaravalley99s.org 

 
 
The Windsock Information and Deadlines 
 
We need your articles and input!! 
To our members, please give me your ideas and most of all...articles and photos for all to enjoy. 
 
 
Article Due Dates: 
· The Windsock is delivered bimonthly 
· Due date for articles is the 20th of odd numbered months (Jan, Mar, May, Jul, Sep, and Nov) 

 
 
 
Content Format 
Please provide to me with Word docs (preferred) or text within an email.  Graphics as .jpg preferred.  
  
Thank you, 
EDITOR: 
Laura Del Favero 
ladelfavero@gmail.com    
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